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PROSPECTUS. 


‘Ly soliciting the attention of the medical reader to a Monthly 
Journal of Medicine, and the collateral branches of Science, the 
#ditors feel bound to declare with what views it is enderteken, and 
upon what principles it will be conducted. 

On the one hand, we are met by the numerous and respectable 
journals already published in the United States, which would seem 
to obviate the necessity of the present undertaking—and on the 
other, we find in the European journals a mass of instruction of 
great practical value, which has been hitherto but partially diffused 
throughout our country. The pages of the former are chiefly de- 
voted to the theories which have been. embraced, to the practice 
which has been pursued, and to the observations which haye been 
made or matured on this side of the Atlantic. They furpis yintrin- 
sic evidence of the talents by which they are suppog@@, and are 
happily calculated to prove the obligation of theva She world to 
American Physicians and Surgeons. a Or 

But “in classical education, and in variety, depth and extent of 
erudition,” the superiority of European physicians has been very 
generally conceded. ‘The armies in which many of them have 
been trained, and the public infirmaries with which others are as- 
sociated, furnish opportunities for the acquisition and improvement 
of medical knowledge, which far surpass the ordin of pri- 
vate practice. Those who are conversant with the fyeal litera- 
ture of the day, know very well that these opportufitties have not 
fallen into unworthy hands. Ardent in the pursuit of professional 
knowledge, and amply provided with the means of obtaining it, the 
medical attendants of hospitals have given new energy to our reme- 
dial resources, and shed new light upon the pathology of diseases. 
Those who were formerly attached to adverse armies, uniting in the 
cause of humanity and science, have enriched the annals of medi- 
cine with the hard earned knowledge reaped on the field of battle, 
with the detail of many a bold expedient, prompted by necessity, 
and warranted by success. But from whatever source it emanates, 
periodical journals, and the publications of learned societies, are the 
ordinary channels, through which medical information is dissemi- 
nated. To them our attention will be uniformly directed, and we 
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PROSPECTUS. 


doubt not, but the readers of this journal will be gratified with a 
select republication of those pathological views which appear to 
be most correct, that practice which has been most successful, 
and those observations which merit reiterated perusal. — 

But in directing our attention chiefly to European Medicine, the 
labours of our brethren at home will notbe overlooked. A concise 
analysis of cotemporary medical journals published in the United 
States will it is thought prove acceptable to most of our readers— 
by furnishing those who possess the original works with a genera] 
index, and supplying a deficiency in the libraries of those who pos- 
sess them not. 

Our object will be to present a comprehensive view of the Me- 
dical and Physical Sciences, and by gleaning from foreign journals 
whatever is valuable, to render our own both useful and instructive. 
A very limited space will be assigned to those single and extraordi- 
nary cases which too much abound in the periodical journals of the 
day, and, as has been justly remarked, tend more particularly to 
puzzle and distract the young practitioner; and a more ample 
space will be given to observations, which are the result of long and 
extensive experience, and which have for their object, the correc- 
tion of error and the elucidation of truth. Ina word, whatever is 
calculated to assist the physician in the discharge of his profession- 
al duties—speculations which lead to correct practice, and prac- 
tice recommended by its superior success, will furnish the editors 


with materials for the construction of this Journal. 
Jan. 1, 1823. 








